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the confessions of st augustine has a special place among the world s greatest books as
augustine reflects upon his life in the light of scripture and the presence of god he reveals how
you can find the way to rest securely in jesus discern good from evil avoid false spiritual
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pursuits and know the will of god he begins with his infancy pondering the many sins of his life
before his conversion and he confesses not only his sins but even more the greatness of god
here is the timeless conflict between good and evil portrayed through the life of one man who
found spiritual growth and unshakable faith just as augustine did you can experience the
unspeakable joy of being pure and righteous before god regardless of your past

boulding s fresh new translation of this classic captures the essence of augustine s struggle to
integrate faith and understanding as his heart seeks to rest in god augustine s confessions has
been much translated but it is no exaggeration to say that sister maria boulding s version is of a
different level of excellence from practically anything else on the market

the classic book has always read again and again what is the classic book why is the classic
book read read read then you Il know it s excellence

the confessions of st augustine by saint augustine

one of the most influential religious books in the christian tradition recalls crucial events in the
author s life his mid 4th century origins in rural algeria the rise to a lavish lifestyle at the imperial
court in milan his struggle with sexual desires eventual renunciation of secular ambitions and
marriage and recovery of his catholic faith

along with his confessions the city of god is undoubtedly st augustine s most influential work in
the context of what begins as a lengthy critique of classic roman religion and a defense of
christianity augustine touches upon numerous topics including the role of grace the original
state of humanity the possibility of waging a just war the ideal form of government and the
nature of heaven and hell but his major concern is the difference between the city of god and
the city of man one built on love of god the other on love of self one cannot but be moved and
impressed by the author s breadth of interest and penetrating intelligence for all those who are
interested in the greatest classics of christian antiquity the city of god is indispensible this long
awaited translation by william babcock is published in two volumes with an introduction and
annotation that make augustine s monumental work approachable books 11 22 offer augustine
s christian view of history including the christian view of human destiny the index for books 1 22
both volumes of the city of god is contained in this edition

the confessions of saint augustine has captivated readers for more than fifteen hundred years
retelling the story of his long struggle with faith and ultimate conversion the first such spiritual
memoir ever recorded saint augustine traces a story of sin regret and redemption that is both
deeply personal and at the same time universal
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the present volume consists of a collection of minor writings of st augustine often classified
under the general title of works of moral and practical theology

written at the end of the fourth century augustine s rule for clergy in community spread like fire
among stubble in the sweeping movement for reform of clerical life in the eleventh and twelfth
centuries among those who lived by it were premonstratensians norbertines canons regular of
saint augustine and augustinian hermits martin luther s order several military orders the
ursulines visitation sisters and the dominican friars shorter and less detailed than the rule of
benedict the rule of augustine guides communities formed for the active ministry both
masculine and feminine versions are translated here

confessions of st augustine is one of the best christian books ever written

the original cliffsnotes study guides offer expert commentary on major themes plots characters
literary devices and historical background the latest generation of titles in this series also
features glossaries and visual elements that complement the classic familiar format cliffsnotes
on st augustine s confessions takes you on a story of conversion actually several conversions
to manichaeism to the pursuit of truth to an intellectual acceptance of christianity and finally to
an emotional acceptance of christian faith the confessions is in one sense augustine s personal
story but it is also a mythological work about humanity s quest to discover true peace and
satisfaction examine the many layers of this masterpiece with help from a study guide you can
trust you Il also gain insight into the background and influences of the author other features that
help you study include chapter by chapter summaries and commentaries critical essays a
review section that tests your knowledge a resource center full of books articles films and
internet sites classic literature or modern modern day treasure you Il understand it all with
expert information and insight from cliffsnotes study guides

augustine of hippo b a d 354 is considered the single most influential theologian in the history of
the church in the west among his many contributions augustine developed a sexual ethic that
became decisive for all later teachings in the christian west on issues of marriage reproduction
and sexuality some of the most significant and representative passages on marriage and
sexuality from his works are presented here they recount augustine s own struggle with
sexuality and stress the important role it played in his conversion to christianity as well as its
influence on his theological principles later in life the passages in this collection are divided into
four chapters which document the chronological development of augustine s sexual ethic the
first chapter includes passages that pertain to augustine s own life and illustrate some of his
positive and negative models of marital relation the second chapter recounts augustine s
responses to the manichean teachings on the body reproduction and marriage mostly from his
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early years as a christian the third chapter contains passages marking augustine s reaction to
the ascetic debates within late fourth century latin christianity and finally the fourth chapter
illustrates augustine s mature sexual and marital ethic which he elaborated in the midst of and
in reaction to arguments with pelagian writers in a separate introduction elizabeth clark sets the
development of augustine s thought within the context of his own intellectual biography and
views it against the background of related issues and movements in the late fourth and early
fifth centuries such as manichaeism jovinianism and pelagianism the selections she presents
here offer a comprehensive and uncommonly well balanced picture of augustine and his work
st augustine on marriage and sexuality is the first in a projected series of volumes on various
themes found in the writings of the church fathers about the editor elizabeth clark is john
carlisle kilgo professor of religion at duke university she is a past president of the american
academy of religion and the north american patristic society and a member of the editoral board
of the fathers of the church series

more than an autobiography the confessions of st augustine is one of the most influential
religious books in the christian tradition a great work of western literature it recalls crucial
events and episodes in the author s life in particular life with his devoutly christian mother and
his origins in rural algeria in the mid fourth century a d the rise to a lavish life at the imperial
court in milan his struggle with sexual desires eventual renunciation of secular ambitions and
marriage and recovery of his catholic faith this intensely personal narrative among the first in
which self analysis was used to describe spiritual and emotional experiences provides a
detailed classic recounting of one man s internal struggles and religious conversion the book
will be useful to anyone interested in the impact made by one of the foremost leaders in the
development of christian thought in his confessions saint augustine reflects upon his life in the
light of scripture and the presence of god he begins with his infancy pondering the many sins of
his life before his conversion and he confesses not only his sins but even more the greatness of
god this work presents a wonderful contrast between the holy god who created all things and
whom heaven and earth cannot contain and a commonly sinful man who has joyfully received
god s loving salvation and mercy many scholars consider saint augustine to be among the
greatest and most influential fathers of the early church and as you read his confessions you
will find the confident humility that is common among those whom jesus calls great in the
kingdom of heaven augustine writes as a common man and so his words span time and
tradition may his confessions guide you to the one whom he confesses

publishers weekly starred review one of the top 100 books and one of the 5 best books in
religion for 2019 publishers weekly christianity today 2020 book award winner spiritual
formation outreach 2020 resource of the year spiritual growth foreword indies 2019 honorable
mention for religion this is not a book about saint augustine in a way it s a book augustine has
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written about each of us popular speaker and award winning author james k a smith has spent
time on the road with augustine and he invites us to take this journey too for this ancient african
thinker knows far more about us than we might expect following smith s successful you are
what you love this book shows how augustine can be a pilgrim guide to a spirituality that meets
the complicated world we live in augustine says smith is the patron saint of restless hearts a
guide who has been there asked our questions and knows our frustrations and failed pursuits
augustine spent a lifetime searching for his heart s true home and he can help us find our way
what makes augustine a guide worth considering says smith is that he knows where home is
where rest can be found what peace feels like even if it is sometimes ephemeral and elusive
along the way addressing believers and skeptics alike this book shows how augustine s
timeless wisdom speaks to the worries and struggles of contemporary life covering topics such
as ambition sex friendship freedom parenthood and death as smith vividly and colorfully brings
augustine to life for 21st century readers he also offers a fresh articulation of christianity that
speaks to our deepest hungers fears and hopes

continuing his groundbreaking reappraisal of the confessions carl g vaught shows how
augustine s solutions to philosophical and theological problems emerge and discusses the

longstanding question of the work s unity
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